
Supporting those who are serving, those who have served, those who have survived 

MOAA is the nation's largest and most influential association of uniformed service 
officers and their surviving spouses.  It is an independent, nonprofit, politically non-
partisan association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense and ensuring 
our nation keeps its commitments to currently serving, retired, and former members 
of the uniformed services and their families and survivors.  MOAA's mission is 
achieved largely through the tireless advocacy efforts taking place in our nation's 
capital.  Support MOAA's advocacy efforts (Legislative Action Center) by going to 
www.moaa.org/takeaction .  
 
The Falcons Landing Chapter is one of more than 400-plus local organizations affiliat-
ed with National MOAA and is a nonpartisan, nonprofit veterans' association.  Our 
chapter provides programs to support those who are serving; those who have served; 
and those who have survived, while placing special focus on community support.  
 
We support the national organization through support of legislative priorities and 
“Advocacy in Action” and are active in our community supporting three JROTC pro-
grams, helping recovering and needy veterans, supporting surviving spouses in our 
continuing care facilities, and sponsoring a program of distinguished guest speakers 
for monthly presentations on current and past world and government affairs..  

The Falcon Flyer 
Jan-Mar 2026  

SUPPORT OF NATIONAL MOAA 
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2026 MEETING SCHEDULE 

THE GATHERING IS OPEN TO ALL CHAPTER MEMBERS AND FALCONS LAND-
ING RESIDENTS.  THE GATHERING IS NORMALLY CONDUCTED ONCE A 
MONTH IN THE FALCONS LANDING BALLROOM.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (BOD) MEETS  FOUR TIMES A YEAR AND THE GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETS TWICE A YEAR.  MEMBERS ARE WELCOME. 

CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (PRESIDENT, 1ST VP; 2ND VP, SECRETARY, 
TREASURER) MEETS AS REQUIRED. 

COMMITTEES MEET AT DISCRETION OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS. 
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          This is my first opportunity as your new president to reach out to all Chapter and Auxiliary members and their 
families.  The first task I set for myself upon assuming my new responsibilities was to meet individually with each 
of the Chapter officers, directors and our webmaster.  I did this so that I could understand their responsibilities 
and how they fulfilled them.  These sessions collectively provided me with sufficient information and insights to 
evaluate how we are performing as a chapter.  I came up with three observations.  First, Phil Walsh is a tough act 
to follow.  Second, this Chapter is doing an outstanding job of supporting MOAA Nationally and those service 
members and their spouses who are serving, who have served, and who have survived. Our immediate challenge 
is to continue to provide that same level of service if not more.  Our Chapter’s efforts have also been recognized 
by MOAA Nationally with two awards: their 5-star Level of Excellence Award and they recognized the Chapter’s 
website and newsletter with their 5-star Col. Marvin J. Harris Communications Award. 

          My third observation builds upon a comment that Phil Walsh made in the last edition of  The Falcon Flyer,   

  Perhaps Ken, in assuming our Chapter’s leadership role this year, can find the spark 

 to renew much needed enthusiasm in our general membership. 

I found Phil’s comments to be valid. That comment begs the question why this is the case.  It will take some work 
to get a definitive answer.  However, it appears to me that we need to reexamine how we communicate with our 
general membership.  We are providing the general membership with first-rate products that provide a wealth of 
information on how the Chapter fulfils its mission, i.e., The Falcon Flyer, Memorial Day Program, etc.  The general 
membership responds very positively to events like the Memorial Day Program.  However, last year only 24% of 
the members made donations to the Chapter, funds that we use to support veterans in need, etc.  Turning to our 
website, it only had 91 visitors this quarter, less than half our membership, and of the 91% only 3% returned to 
the website. The average session was less than 3 minutes. 

          A challenge I plan to undertake this year is how the Chapter leadership can more effectively communicate 
with our members – a first step in getting them be more active in Chapter. 

          I hope to meet and talk to many of you at our next MOAA event.  I am also interested in your ideas on how we can 
make the Chapter more productive. 
 
 
 
 
                     

CHAPTER PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
MARCH 2026 

Ken Evans, President 
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er copy may MAY DO SO BY CONTACTING THE Director of MembershipO 

2026 OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

Falcons Landing Chapter members and veterans interested in joining the Chapter are 
encouraged to browse through the award-winning website.  The website is updated 
monthly with current information. To access the website, simply type the following 
URL into your web browser, falconsmoaa.org. If you want to access the Membership 
Only section, a password is required which you may obtain from our  Director of 
Membership, CDR (Ret) Buddy Everage, (703) 822-1201, beverage49@gmail.com 
 
Mark Carey, Webmaster 
markdcarey@gmail.com   
 

WEBSITE 

NEWSLETTER 
The chapter newsletter (The Falcon Flyer) is published quarterly and distributed electronically via email  
and may also be viewed on the chapter website.  Members may receive a paper copy by contacting the  
Director of  Membership. 

falconsmoaa.org
mailto:buckcoates@comcast.net
mailto:beverage49@gmail.com
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HELP SUPPORT OUR PROGRAMS 

Our activities, especially the veterans’ assistance and scholarship 
programs, require funds well beyond our annual dues. Last year, 
we solicited donations, and your response was generous. Again, 
we are asking for your support, promising to apply your donation as 
you designate. Please annotate your check on the memo line: 
“veterans assistance,” “scholarships,” “AdoptaPlatoon,” or 
“general” (meaning expenses consistent with our mission). Checks 
should be made out to the “Falcons Landing Chapter of MOAA” and 
placed in the mail slot of our Treasurer, Col (ret) George DeFilippi, 
3105. Those outside Falcons Landing may mail to George at 20540 
Falcons Landing Circle, #P2, Potomac Falls, Virginia 20165. Your 
contributions may be tax deductible on your federal return.  We will 
send all donors a thank-you letter to that effect. 

 

A continuing practice of our Chapter is the award of scholarships 
to deserving junior ROTC seniors at Chantilly Academy (Air Force), 
Loudoun County HS (Navy) and South Lakes HS (Army). 

PROGRAMS

JROTC

AUXILIARY

PERSONAL AFFAIRS

LOUDOUN VETERANS AND 
FAMILY SUPPORT

JROTC

19
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2026 FACT SHEET 

 

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the nation's largest and most influential as-
sociation of military officers. It is an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization.    

The Falcons Landing Chapter (FLC) is one of more than 400-plus local organizations affiliated with 
National MOAA and is a member of the Virginia Council of Chapters.  The Chapter is located at Fal-
cons Landing, a Life Plan Community which is operated by the Air Force Retired Officers Community 
(AFROC). It is the only MOAA Chapter in Loudoun County.  The Chapter is also a member of the        
Virginia Council of Chapters, MOAA. 

The mission of the Chapter is to provide programs to support: those who are serving; those who have 
served; and those who have survived, while placing special focus on community support.   

Chapter membership is open to those who hold, or have ever held, a warrant or commission in any 
component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Space Force, Public Health Ser-
vice, NOAA, and their surviving spouses. As of  March 30, 2026, there were 117 Premium Members 
and 66 Auxiliary Chapter Members for a total of 183 Chapter Members.  

The most significant, ongoing program for the Chapter is the multifaceted local support to veterans 
and their families.  The Chapter established the Loudoun Veterans and Family Support (LVFS) pro-
gram in partnership with Community Lutheran Church of Sterling, providing financial and general 
support to Loudoun County Veterans needing assistance. 

The Chapter strongly supports the Loudoun County Community Veterans Engagement Board 
(LCCVEB), whose purpose is promoting a healthy and enriched lifestyle for Loudoun County veterans 
and their family members through community outreach and advocacy on Loudoun County veterans’ 
issues. 

The Chapter sponsors the Gathering, a program of distinguished guest speakers for monthly presen-
tations on current and past world and government affairs.  

The Chapter has established a Speakers’ Bureau. This initiative is in keeping with the chapter’s goal 
of continuing to inform the American public about their military establishment. This program has 
been temporarily suspended until further notice. 

Four times a year the Chapter supports the AdoptaPlatoon Soldier Support Effort® dedicated to 
quality of life and raising morale for those serving overseas in the Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corp, 
serving deployed United States Service Men and Women by providing ongoing care packages 
to improve Coast Guard and Special Forces. 

The Chapter supports three Junior ROTC units in our area of responsibility: the Air Force JROTC unit 
at Chantilly High School in Fairfax, the Navy JROTC unit at Loudoun County High School in Leesburg, 
and the Army JROTC unit at South Lakes High School in Reston. The Chapter President and Director 
of JROTC Programs present scholarships to selected cadets at each school.  In addition, the Lieuten-
ant General John Pustay Scholarship is awarded to a selected cadet at Chantilly High School. 

Memorial and Veterans Day Programs are presented each year at Falcons Landing. 

http://www.moaa.org/
http://www.falconsmoaa.org/
http://www.moaavcoc.org/
https://www.falconsmoaa.org/about-us/lvfs
http://www.lccvets.org/
http://www.lccvets.org/
https://www.falconsmoaa.org/gathering
https://www.adoptaplatoon.org/
https://www.falconsmoaa.org/programs/jrotc
https://www.falconsmoaa.org/programs/memorial-day
https://www.falconsmoaa.org/programs/veterans-day
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MOAA MEMBERSHIP 
BUDDY EVERAGE 

REGULAR CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP ELIGIBILITY 
 
Per the chapter’s bylaws -- the membership of the chapter shall be composed 
of men and women who are serving or have served on active duty or in one of 
the reserve components as a commissioned or warrant officer in one of the 
seven US Uniformed Services (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast 
Guard, Space Force, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and 
Public Health Service) or in one of the National Guard or Reserve Components 
thereof. Membership as of  March 30, 2026.  

 
REGULAR CHAPTER MEMBERS (ON/OFF CAMPUS) – 117 
 
CHAPTER AUXILIARY MEMBERS -- 66 

Surviving Spouses – 53 
Spouses of current chapter members – 13 
Others - 0 

We invite and encourage you to join the Falcons Landing Chapter of the Military Offic-
ers Association of America (MOAA), the preeminent organization protecting the rights 
and benefits of service members past, current, and future.  The local chapters per-
form similar services at the community and county level, and they educate and in-
form members on important issues facing veterans and their families.  We are proud 
that our Chapter has been awarded MOAA’s highest-level 5-Star Chapter rating – and 
we ask you to join us in perpetuating that honor. As a member you will receive our 
newsletter electronically via email.  If you don’t have email access, we will send a 
print copy to your mailing address. 
 
When you join our Chapter, the only one in Loudoun County, you’ll add your voice to 
those of the members of the Virginia Council of Chapters (VCOC), a statewide net-
work of Virginia chapters.  

If you have interest in or questions about joining MOAA’s select group of profession-
als at the national and/or chapter levels, please contact CDR (Ret) Buddy Everage, 
(703) 822-1201, beverage49@gmail.com,  or fill out the Contact Form in the Contact 
Tab of the Falcons Landing Chapter website at falconsmoaa.org. You can also find the 
membership application for MOAA National/Chapter at www.falconsmoaa.org/

http://www.moaavcoc.org/
mailto:buckcoates@comcast.net
mailto:beverage49@gmail.com
http://www.falconsmoaa.org/membership
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FALCONS LANDING MOAA CHAPTER AUXILIARY 
BARBARA O’BRIEN 

THE CHAPTER AUXILIARY IS ESTABLISHED TO ASSIST THE CHAPTER IN EXECUTING 
ITS PURPOSE.  AS STATED IN THE CHAPTER BYLAWS, THE PURPOSE OF THE MOAA 
CHAPTER IS TO PROMOTE THE PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES OF MOAA AND, SPECIFI-
CALLY, TO ACTIVELY SUPPORT:

FURTHER, WHILE THE AUXILIARY IS A SEPARATE, SELF-GOVERNED ORGANIZATION 
THAT SHARES THE SAME PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE CHAPTER, IT IS ESTAB-
LISHED SPECIFICALLY TO DIRECTLY SUPPORT THE CHAPTER’S PROGRAMS AND INI-
TIATIVES. 

The MOAA Chapter Auxiliary is the Go-To 
Volunteer Organization at Falcons Landing 

 
THREE CATEGORIES OF MEMBERSHIP ARE SPECIFIED IN THE BYLAWS: 
 
• SURVIVING SPOUSES OF REGULAR CHAPTER MEMBERS – AUTOMATIC MEMBER-

SHIP ON THE PASSING OF A REGULAR CHAPTER MEMBER 
 
• SPOUSES OF REGULAR CHAPTER MEMBERS – UPON REQUEST/APPLICATION 

FROM A SPOUSE OF A LIVING REGULAR CHAPTER MEMBER 
 
• OTHER INTERESTED RESIDENTS OF FALCONS LANDING – UPON REQUEST/

APPLICATION FROM A NON-MOAA AFFILIATED RESIDENT OF FALCONS LANDING 
WHO IS INTERESTED IN ASSISTING WITH THE AUXILIARY’S PROGRAM OF VOLUN-
TEER WORK. 

MORE ABOUT THE AUXILIARY 
 

• AUXILIARY MEMBERS PAY NO CHAPTER DUES 
 
• VOLUNTEER OUTREACH AVAILABLE IN INDEPENDENT LIVING, THE JOHNSON 

CENTER,  WEST FALLS CENTER, AND HILLSIDE HOUSE TO INCLUDE: VISITATION, 
COFFEE/MEAL VISITS, EXERCISE, BINGO, MAIL DELIVERY, NEWSPAPER DELIVERY, 
ASSISTANCE IN 2L INTERACTIVE PROGRAMS, HAPPY HOURS, MUSIC, WEEKEND 
COVERAGE OF RECEPTION DESK IN TJC WHEN REQUESTED. 

 

• TYPICAL ON-SITE VOLUNTEER EFFORT – APPROXIMATELY 150-200 HOURS/
MONTH. 

• THOSE WHO ARE SERVING 
• THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED 
• THOSE WHO HAVE SURVIVED 
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 IN MEMORIAM 

LYLE BOWMAN        
OCTOBER 20, 1926-JANUARY 1, 2026 

UNITED STATES ARMY 
 

LAZELL HUNIGAN 
APRIL 18, 1932-JANUARY 5, 2026 

SPOUSE OF EARL HUNIGAN 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

 
TOM ANDREWS 

AUGUST 5, 1946-JANUARY 10, 2026 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

 
EARL HUNIGAN 

JULY 29, 1929-JANUARY 28, 2026 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

 
MARY BARTHELLO 

1932-2026 
SPOUSE OF MARC BARTHELLO 

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
 

ANITA SEXAUER 
MARCH 31, 1928-FEBRUARY 12, 2026 

SURVIVING SPOUSE OF WALTER SEXAUER 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

 
JOHN SHAUD 

DECEMBER 15, 1933-MARCH 13, 2026 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

 
HAROLD KIRK WILSON 

JUNE 23, 1938-MARCH 25, 2026 
UNITED STATES NAVY 

 
GEORGE CATES 

APRIL 24, 1937-MARCH 30, 2026 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION 2026 

MOAA members from across the country will be on Capitol Hill April 15 to advocate for 
key legislative priorities affecting servicemembers, veterans, and their families. If you 
can’t attend in person, Falcons Landing Chapter members can still make an impact by 
engaging/contacting with your lawmakers  as listed on the  Elected Officials section 
(page 11) of this newsletter. 
 
The four Legislative Issues for 2026 are as follows: 
• End the “Wounded Veteran Tax” by passing the Major Richard Star Act, restoring 
full retirement pay to combat‑injured veterans. 
• Protect Servicemember Pay During Shutdowns through the Shutdown Fairness 
Act, ensuring uninterrupted pay during funding lapses. 
• Stop Predatory “Claim Sharks” by supporting the GUARD VA Benefits Act, which 
protects veterans from unregulated claims agents. 
• Improve Access to Military Health Care with the Military CARE Act, creating a 
standardized system to report and resolve access‑to‑care issues. 

ELECTED OFFICERS AND CONTACT INFORMATION ARE FOUND ON PAGE 16 
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Senator Mark Warner 
703 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510  
Phone: 202-224-2023  
https://warner.senate.gov 
 

Senator Tim Kaine 
231 Russell Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510  
Tel. (202) 224-4024  
https://kaine.senate.gov 
 

Congressman Suhas Subramanyam 
Virginia's 10th Congressional District 
1009 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
Phone: (202) 225-5136 
https://subramanyam.house.gov  

 

Abigail Spanberger, eff 1/17/2026) 

P.O. Box 1475 
Richmond, VA 23218 
Phone: (804) 786-2211 
Email: Use the web contact form  
Website: https://governor.virginia.gov        

Loudoun County is represented by several State  
Senators and Virginia House of Delegates. 
 

District 31: Senator Russet Perry 
General Assembly Building, Room No: 506 
P. O. Box 396 
Richmond, VA 23218  
Phone: (804) 698-7531 
Fax: (804) 698-7651  
Email Address: senatorperry@senate.virginia.gov   
Website: senate.virginia.gov 

                                                                                                

District 32: Senator  Kannan Srinivasan 
General Assembly Building 
Room No: 504 
P. O. Box 396 
Richmond, VA 23218  
Phone: (804) 698-7532 
Fax: (804) 698-7651  
Email Address: senatorsrinivasan@senate.virginia.gov 
Website: senate.virginia.gov 

District 27: Delegate Atoosa Reaser 
General Assembly Building 
201 North 9th Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
Room 904 
Office: (804) 698-1029 
Email: DelMMartinez@house.virginia.gov 
 

District 28: Delegate David Reid 
General Assembly Building 
201North 9th Street 
Room 913 
Office: (804) 698-1028 
Email: DelDReid@house.virginia.gov 
 

District 30: John McAuliff 
General Assembly Building 
201 North 9th Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 
Room 819 
Office: (804) 698-1020 
Email: DelMMaldonado@house.virginia.gov 
 

 

Chair, Phyllis J. Randall 
1 Harrison Street SE, 5th Floor 
Leesburg, VA 20175 
Phone: (703) 777-0204 
Email: Phyllis.Randall@loudoun.gov 
Website: loudoun.gov/board 

ELECTED OFFICIALS 

VIRGINIA CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 

GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA 

VIRGINIA STATE SENATORS 

VIRGINIA HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

LOUDOUN COUNTY  BOS 

https://warner.senate.gov
https://kaine.senate.gov
https://subramanyam.house.gov
mailto:senatorsrinivasan@senate.virginia.gov
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HAIL AND FAREWELL TO CHAPTER OFFICERS 

 

Colonel Phil Walsh, USMC (Ret), Outgoing Chapter President, receives 
the MOAA President’s Award from Captain Jim Carmon, USN (Ret),  
Vice President, Council/Chapter and Member Support  

Captain Jim Carmon, USN (Ret), conducts the Installation Ceremony for the 

new Chapter Officers. From left to right: Colonel George DeFilippi, USAF 

(Ret), Treasurer; Colonel Kenneth Evans, USA (Ret), President; Captain Jim 

Fontana, USN (Ret), Legislative Affairs 
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THE GATHERING:  ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE Parts I and II 
~ by Ron Owens; photo by Alex Hild 

Last issue, I wrote about the December 2025 Gathering, where 
resident Mark Carey tackled a timely and intriguing topic, “AI for 
the Real World.” In the days that followed, many attendees 
shared how much they enjoyed both the content and the hands-
on format. The use of AI exploded at Falcons Landing with the 
creation of letters, poems, and graphics. The message was un-

mistakable: we needed “AI for the Real World – Part II.” That follow-up session took place 
on Thursday afternoon, January 29, 2026.  

The second session opened with another engaging demonstration: two Christmas family 
letters, read by charming volunteers representing the Sterling family (Donna Everage) and 
the Bickerson family (Amy Manning). The Sterling letter felt clearly artificial. The wording 
didn’t sound natural – phrases most of us would never use. It was simply too polished. I 
suspected it had been generated almost entirely by AI. The second letter felt far more gen-
uine. The language flowed naturally, more human, as the Bickerson family saga unfolded, 
describing sights, sounds, and smells. When 
the reading ended, Mark revealed to a sur-
prised audience that both letters had been 
created by AI – the difference being in how 
you lead it. His Part II tip sheets were invalua-
ble. My primary takeaway: Guide or limit AI so 
it polishes your message rather than replaces 
your voice. For most situations, he suggested 
a Personal Rule: 80% You / 20% AI. We are 
the Author; AI is the Editor who works for us. 
However, it seems the 80/20 rule works the 
opposite way in business communications, or what Mark called “Life Admin.” Use AI for 
80% of the document (formatting, tone, structure) and use your input to fill in the rest. The 
idea is that You are the Director. You don’t need to write the script; you just need to give AI 
the orders.  

We also learned about C-P-R, a new prompting technique: Context – I am… setting the 
scene, introducing the characters; Purpose – I want... Response – Provide the answer in 
this format... Whenever possible, I copy and paste my entire draft, so AI works within my 
full context, not just a snippet. Then I add constraints as needed. Whatever tools you 
choose, you’ll likely find them surprisingly forgiving.   

Mark encouraged everyone to download Google Gemini and Microsoft Copilot. My wife 
and I also use ChatGPT.com to compare or assess a wide range of topics and, more re-
cently, Quillbot.com for more serious writing projects. The bottom line from both sessions 
is simple: Verify what AI produces. Protect your privacy. Stay in charge. Used wisely, these 
tools won’t replace us – they’ll strengthen us. They can help us think more clearly, write 
more effectively, and perhaps even laugh a little along the way. And as Mark reminded us, 
when we remain firmly in charge, AI becomes not something to fear, but something to use 
well.  
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   LINTON HALL SCHOOL FIFE AND DRUM 

April 25, 2026, at 1300 hours in the  
Falcons Landing Ballroom 

Linton Hall School Fife and Drum Corps performs for Falcons Landing Veterans Day event  
sponsored by the Falcons Landing Chapter of MOAA.  

   MEMORIAL DAY REMEMBRANCE PROGRAM 

May 25, 2026, at 1000 hours in the  
Falcons Landing Ballroom 

UPCOMING EVENTS 


